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May 26, 2000

Mr. Willlam E. Kengard, ¢ 2
Federal Communications Co 2 'ssion
445 127 Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Petition for Dzzint
Related Wajve=rz "0 Provide Unriversal Service to the Crow Reservation, Montana

CC Docket M #n-45, Dp 6021847

naton as an Fligible Telecommunications Carner and for

Dear Chairman Kennard:

The Choctaw Nation supporis 112 Crow Tribe in its sovereign request to have the Federal
Communications Commissicr .~ “CC) grani Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (“ETC”)
status to Westermn Wireless Coovovanion fov 300vice on the Crow reservation.

As domestic soversign nation:. .
have the inherent sovereign ricl - io vegulaws = alrs in our jurisdiction. This means that any
action by the FCC that wouls et 4

[ also reel comfortable sharnng o

s suppoit oF e Crow Tribal sovereignty as the Chairman of
the Inter-Trbal Council of th= 7= Civiliz:d Tobes. These tribes--Choctaw, Cherokee,
Chickasaw, Muscoges Creel =i o Semins voaresent over 400,000 Indian people. Each of the
other leaders of these tribes zoo sy zuavds ¢ zainst encroachments that may erode our tribal
sovereignty.

B
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For over two years now, the F_7 Les focused on the extraordinary need for telecommunications
service on American Indian r2 t A1l vzsidents of Indian reservations and communities
must have access to high-qualit- basic and advanced telecommunications services.

The time is now for immediatz “CC action on several matters, including the designation of
competitive carriers, like Westera Wireless, 25 an ETC and making federal universal service
funding available to competi s g the Five Civilized Tribes as well as the Crows.

The Inter-Tribal Council of ta ©
the FCC approve ETC statuz £
concerned that the failure to -

rvines on the Crow reservation. We are
¢ the Crow Tribe, and all Montana tribes,
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This is critically important to us
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TRENTON INDIAN « 7 /il DEA

P.O. Box 210

Trenton, North Dakota 58853
Telephone: (701) 572-836
Fax: (701) 572-0124

wr. William E. Kennard

Chairman

Federal Conununications Comiri-iioi
445 12th Street S W

Washington, D.C. 20554

%1 Petition for Designation as an Eligible
Tolecommunications  Carrler and  for Related
“iaivers for thz Crow Reservation, Montana, CC
Cocket Mo, 90-45, DA 956-1847

Dear Chairman Kennard,

Please consider this letter as sunnar from the 7 aton Indian Service Area for the sovereign request

of the Crow Tribe 1o have the Taderal Commirications Commission grant the petition of Western
Wireless for Eligible Telecomumunications Crivinr status on the Crow reservation.

The Trenton Indian Service Area, a tribal organization, has always supported those Tribes that have

xercised their sovereign status in situations such as this. It has always been the feeling of the
organization that Federal agenciex, such as the 7aderal Communications Cominission, also needs to
acknowledge and recognize iz unique sovoreign status of our Tribes. Granting Eligible
Telecommunications Commission status to YW<si2rm Wireless for the Crow Tribe would be a step in
recognizing the government-io-governmeant <7 U dnship that currently exusts between Tribes and the
Federal government.

For over two years the Federal Communications Commission has focused on the extraordinary need
of telecommunications service on American Inedi-n reservasions. All residents of Indian reservations
must have access to ugh-quality brsic dvanned telecommunications services. It is very sad and

unfortunate that many resiczii: o Coservations do not zven have access to basic
telecommunications services

On behalf of the Trenton [ndiz:: “ervice Arer v wase consider taking action on the following items:
v Designate competitive ¢7;ciers, such o0 7 astern Wireless, as an Eligible Telecommunications

Carrier for the purpose of serving thic _row Reszrvation.
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Mr. William E. Kennard

ETC Designation

Page 2

J Make Federal funding available to thass sarriers that can offer or provide universal services
to other reservations as v oY} as the Trowy reservation.

The Trenton Indian Servicz “rea would e to request immediate action by the Federal

Communications Commission o the petition « f Western Wireless. It is the understanding of the

organization that the petition v/os submitted on August 4, 1999 with the idea of providing services
to Crow reservation lands withii the contexi of the unive ma.l service subsidy program.

the necessary infrastructure o rovide basic and advanced telecominunications on the reservation,

Mr. Kennard, since Western Wiraless has the {ull support of the Crow Nation and is ready to build
asi
I feel it 1s important that a decision be made 25 329n as possiole. The reservations across the country

are the last frontier when it com: to the ~7rrozement of rechnology. 1 sincerely hope the Federal
Comrmunications Comumissicn 7l not pric n the opporiunity to provide affordable wireless

telephone services to our trit. | members ¢ the reservations. Thank you for your time and

consideration.

T ncerely,
CRENTON H\TEEA%LSERWCE AREA

T envio

"“verette Znno
Chsirman

~

Copy: Crow Tribe of Montana
Winnebago Tribe of Isbs
File

P.

J




UNITED D0UTH 27 EASTERN TRIBES, INC.
711 Stewaris Fm'r\' Pike » suite 100« Nashville, TN 37214
Telepher o (615) 87227900 » Fax: (613) 872-7417

Mr Witiam E Kennard, Chainr
Federai Communications Commiszian
44527 St SW

Washington D.C. 20554

Re:  Petition for Designaticn as an Efigibiz Teizzommunicalions Carrier and for Refated Waivers to
Provide Universal Service 1 the Crow Feservation, Montana. CC Docket No. 96-48, DA 99-1847

Dear Chairman Kennard:

Urited Scuth and EFs‘er" Tribes, a5 2ancerred with any federal agency action that would
diminish tribal sovereignty. Fer his reasan. u ited South and Eastem Tribes Inc., representing twenty-
three federally recagnized Trines «w th eppreximatz y 60.000 members, support the Crow Tribe in its
request to ha»e the Federal Corrr*unication; C_H iraisser (~CC7) grant Eligib e Telecommunications
Carrier ('E7C") status to Wes:e “ireless Cerocraon for the Crow Reservation. Your decision in this
matter will .moac! aliof Indian Courty inthe Urit=d States

To do anything less weuld create a situzicn where stae governments would be regulating
telecormnmurications services and subsidies or resarvations. This is unacceptabie.

Please ac! quickiy tc fulfii h 's federal trust respons.tility and grant ETC status to
Wesern Wirsless Corporation for the Crow Reseation.

Smcsrs-ry

,\ﬁ «/W

Keler George President

olo} Chairiady Nomee/Crow Trbe

Western Wireiess Corgerzlion

Senator Burns

Senator Campbell

Senator McCain

Senator Inouye

Commissioner Tris:a~

Commissioner Ness

Commissioner Poweil

Commissioner Furthgett-Ran

FCC Cemmon Carsigr Bureau

“Because thers s strength in Unity™




% CONFEDERATED TRIBES
of the

A
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z
GOSHUTE RESERVATION
PO. BOX 6104
IBAPAH, UTAH 84034
x PHONE: (435) 234-1138

FAX: (435) 234-1162

May 24, 2000

William Kennard, Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445,12™ St., S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  Petition for Designations as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier status for
Related Waivers to Provide Universal Service to the Crow Reservation, MT, CC
Docket No. 96-45, DA 99-1847

Dear Chairman Kennard:

The Confederated Tribes of the Goshute Reservation supports the sovereign request of
the Crow Nation to have the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) grant Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) status to Western Wireless Corporation for the Crow Nation.
Our tribal government, like the Crow Tribe, is a domestic sovereign nation and we expect the
FCC to affirm our mutual tribal sovereignty in all of its actions beginning with this one.

For over two (2) years now, the FCC has focused on the extraordinary need for improved
telecommunications service on American Indian reservations. All residents of all American
Indian reservations must have access to high-quality basic and advanced telecommunications
service. We have great hope that your efforts for the Crow people will translate into equal
prosperity for our people as well. OQur situation is very similar to that of the Crow Tribe. with a
defined land area and a defined population where wireless services seems particularly good,
adaptable and affordable if we have designated ETC carriers.

We request immediate FCC action on designating Western Wireless ETC status for the
Crow Reservation thereby making federal universal service funding available to competitive
carriers we wish to have serve our reservations. We have the authority and the ability to regulate
these activities. The states have no authority or responsibility for service or subsidies on federal
Indian trust land.




We remind the Commission that we are a domestic sovereign nation and we hold
precious our right to regulate our own activities on our reservation. It it’s the Commission’s
federal trust responsibility to insure that our sovereignty is upheld.

We specifically request positive and expeditious action by the FCC on the petition of
Western Wireless, submitted to the FCC on August 4, 1999, in which Western Wireless seeds
ETC status to provide service to Crow tribal reservation lands within the context of the universal
service subsidy program. We know that Western Wireless has the full support of the Crow
Nation; that Western Wireless stands ready to build the necessary infrastructure to provide basic
and advanced wireless telecommunications services on the reservation; and the residents of the
Crow reservation want the service being offered by Western Wireless. As we view it, thisis a
true definition of tribal sovereignty.

The Western Wireless offering is extremely important to not only the Crow Nation but
also to all domestic sovereign tribes in this country. The opportunity to have competitive,
affordable wireless telephone service on our reservations should not pass us by if we request it
and we do.

As a matter of protecting tribal sovereignty, this is critically important to us and to all
other federally recognized domestic sovereign tribes. Thank you.

Sincerely.

Milton J. Hzﬁer, Chairman
Goshute Business Council

Cc: Chairlady Nomee Senator McCain
FCC Common Carrier Bureau Senator Inouye
Senator Baccus Senator Campbell

Charles W. Blackwell, Esq.
Western Wireless Corporation
Commissioner Tristani
Commissioner Ness
Commissioner Powell
Commissioner Furthgott-Roth
Senator Bennett

Senator Hatch

Senator Bryan

Senator Reid

Senator Burns
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P. O. Box 388
Macy, Nebraska 63039

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
Elmer U Blackbird Chsirman

Armen C. $herdar, §-.. Vico-Charnan
Lemusi Harlan, Treasurer

Edwin McCaulsy, Sacretary

24 May 2000

William E. Kennard, Chairman

i-ile F.OZ

(402) 837-5391
FAX (402) 837-5308

: MEMBERS
Cuftord R. Wolle, Jr.
Byl 'M’-,V(,' Doran L. Morms, Sr.
~ s Forrest *J C." Aldrch

TOIZAL aTMUNISTHATION

Federal Communications Coniu 3500

445 12% Street, S.W,
Washingion, D.C. 20554

RE:  Petition for Designatic:. -
for Related Waivers 1o
Montana, CC Docke:, 17, 96-47

Dear Chairman Kennard:

The Omaha Tribe of Nebrasks :
grant the Western Wireless pet

s an Eligivle Telecognnmnications Carrier and
ovide !

gt 8ervics 1o the Crow Resgrvation,
A 99.1847

ponis (he sovereign rzquest of the Crow Tribe to have the FCC
a for ETC siatus on the Crow reservation. The Omaha Tribe,

¢

like the Crow Tribe, is a dome iz sovereizn ration and we expect the FCC to affirm our tribal
sovereignty, by granting Eligic’ Telecorvrications Coviier (“"ETCY) status to Western Wireless
for the Crow Tribe because v» :mwm t2 G mlm peiiiion for us.

H

‘(u

For over two years now, the Frdoral Commmunications Commission has focused on the
extraordinary need of telecorironications soivice on American [ndian reservations. All residents
of Indian reservations must ha o 2c¢ess 1o hio 1-qwb“v tasic and advanced telecommunications
services. We have great hone ' 2 your 2 in mm 1":*4 will trapslate into the Omaha
rescrvation having equal accs: o the 1sliac: tions services nocessary to bring about solid
econommic aad social prosperit oy our psop;v g

The time is now for immedini- = severnl *“sftters, including the designation of

competition carriers, like VWerim i Wike! = Telecomimunications Carrier (ETC) and
meking federal universal sciiv Sadine o0 itive eorrisrs serving our reservation

as well a8 the Crow.

We specifically request positiv: »nd expadiiions action by the FCC on the petition of Western
Wireless, submitted to the FCC on Aususi <. 1999, in which Western Wireless seeks ETC status
to provide service to Crow irival reservaiions lands within the context of the universal service
subsidy program. It is our unds-standing th=i Western Wireless has the full support of the Crow

LG




Page 2
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Nation; Western Wireless stendsc ready to il
advanced telecommunications o= iges 00 s
reservation desperately wani 1o sorvies oo
tribal sovercignty.

The Western Wireless offering i+ exiremsly Lunorisnt to not only to the Crow Nation and the
O gha Tribe but to all Indian conniry in gensral. The opportunity for competitive, affordable
vireless telephone service on v.oot muom svcnld not poss us by.

This is critically important to u: ~ad to ali oth-r tribes similarly sitnated.

Thank you in advance for vorr cippori.

<)
s

I o
/ ’\/

c/ Wi .~

Amen C. Sheridgh, Vice-Choirmy a Tribal Coungil
Omsha Tribe of Nebraska

Sincerely,

ALCS:els

X¢! Chairlady Nomee
Western Wireless Cornoration
Charles W. Blackwcli
Commissioner Tristani
Commissioner Ness
Commissioner Powell
Commissioner Furthgo-Roth
File




TURTLE MOUNTAIN
BAND OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS

P.O. BOX 900

BELCOURT, NORTH DAKOTA 58316
(701) 477-0470

FAX: (701) 477-6836

May 24, 2000

William E. Kennard, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12™ Street, S W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

. Re: Petition for Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier and for
Related Waivers to Provide Universal Service to the Crow Reservation, Montana,
CC Docket No. 96-45, DA 99-1847.

Dear Chairman Kennard:

The Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa from North Dakota supports the
sovereign request of the Crow Tribe to have the Federal Communication Commission
("FCC”) grant Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (“ETC”) status to Western Wireless
Corporation for the Crow reservation. The Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa, like the
Crow Tribe, 1s a domestic sovereign nation and we expect the FCC to affirm our mutual
tribal sovereignty in all of its actions.

For over two yeas now, the Federal Communications Commission has focused on
the extraordinary need of telecommunications service on American Indian reservations.
All residents of Indian reservations must have access to high-quality basic and advanced
telecommunications services. We have great hope that your efforts in this regard will
translate into reservations having equal access to the telecommunications services
necessary to bring about economic and social prosperity.

The time is now for immediate FCC action on several matters, including the
designation of competitive carriers, like Western Wireless, as an Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) and making federal universal service funding
available to competitive carriers serving our reservation as well as the Crow.

Where as referenced in our April 5, 2000 letter (attached) to North Dakota Public
Service Commissioner Bruce Hagen, we understand that Western Wireless has been
granted ETC status in areas of North Dakota served by US West Communications. This
is a step in the right direction, however, we feel full ETC designation must be determined
at the federal level, thus enabling a competitive telecommunications environment.
Including the tribes in a competitive telecommunication environment not only benefits
the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa but all of Indian country. Accordingly, we are in
full support of Western Wireless’ petition.

As you well know, however, some reservations, such as ours, have been the last
frontier in the deployment of telecommunications and information services. This has




severely handicapped our people’s economic and social development. The time is now
tor immediate FCC action on several matters, including the designation of competitive
carriers, like Western Wireless, as an Eligible Telecommuications Carrier (ETC) and
making federal universal service funding available to competitive carriers serving our
reservation.

We specifically request positive and expeditious action by the FCC on the petition
of Western Wireless, submitted to the FCC on August 4, 1999, in which Western
Wireless seeks ETC status to provide service to Crow tribal reservation lands within the
context of the universal service subsidy program. Western Wireless has the full support
of the Crow Nation;, Western Wireless stands ready to build the necessary infrastructure
to provide basic and advanced telecommunications services on the reservation; and the
residents of the Crow reservation desperately want the service otfered by Western
Wireless. The Western Wireless offering is extremely important to not only the Crow
Nation but to Indian country in general. The opportunity for competitive, affordable
wireless telephone service on reservation should not pass us by.

This is critically important to us and to all other tribes similarly situated. Thank
you in advance for your support.

Respectfully,

~

Ri d\.l. LaFromboise
Tribal‘Chairman

CC:  Chairlady Nomee
Western Wireless Corporation
Charles W. Blackwell
Commission Tristani
Commission Ness
Commission Powell
Commission Furthgott-Roth
Senator Dorgan
Senator Conrad
Senator Burns
Senator Campbell
Senator Inouye
Senator Baccus
Senator McCain
FCC Common Carrier Bureau

Charles W. Blackwell
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TURTLE MOUNTAIN
AND OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS

P.O. BOX 800
BELCGURT, NORTH DAKOTA 58316
(701) 477-0470
FAX: (701) 477-6836

April 5, 2000

Commissioner Bruce Hagen

North Dakota Public Service Commission
State Capitol Building, 12th Floor
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505

Dear Commissioner Hagen:

Access to basic and advanced telecommunications services is critical for companies,
associations, communities, tribal reservations, and other entities within the state of North Dakota.
The telecommunications industry has experienced significant growth over the last few years,
bringing new and innovative services to many consumers. We are concerned; however, that
North Dakota is being left behind in the telecommunications revolution that is taking place now,
especially in rural North Dakota.

The Turtle Mountain Chippewa Tribe, as consumers of telecommunications services for our
homes and our tribal businesses, do not have access to many of the new and innovative services
that are available in other areas of the country. We strongly believe that competition holds the
key to the introduction of the new and innovative telecommunications such as wireless telephone
in North Dakota. We have seen how competition results in numerous benefits to consumers.
This state, on behalf of all its citizens, should encourage telecommunicatious providers to enter
our marketplace and make available to consumers a competitive choice for their
telecommunications needs.

We understand that Western Wireless Corporation, doing business in North Dakota as Cellular
One and an existing provider of cellular service through out most of the state, is seeking to
expand its service offerings to include competitive local telecommunications services. We also
understand that Western Wireless is seeking to provide these competitive services in some of the
most rural parts of the state including the Turtle Mountain Chippewa Reservation.

It is my understanding the Commission will note on an application by Western Wireless to
become an eligible telecommunications carrier (ETC) in areas presently served by rural
telephone companies tomomow. The Commission has already granted ETC status to Western
Wireless in areas served by U S West Communications. This Western Wireless ' initiative to
enter rura! areas of the rate when no other competitive carrier has expressed an interest in doing




federal trust responsibility to insure that our sovereignty is upheid.

We specifically request positive and expeditious action by the FCC on the petition
of Western Wireless, submitted to the FCC on August 4, 1999, in which Westem Wireless
seeks ETC status to provide services to Crow tribal reservation lands within the context of
the universal service subsidy program. We know that Western Wireless has the full
support of the Crow Nation; that Western Wireless stands ready to build the necessary
infrastructure to provide basic and advanced wireless telecommunications services on the
reservations; and that the residents of the Crow reservation want the service being offered
by Western Wireless. As we view it, this is a true definition of tribal sovereignty.

The Western Wireless offering is extremely important to not only the Crow Nation
but also to all domestic sovereign tribes in this country. The opportunity to have
competitive, affordable wireless telephone service on our reservations should not pass us
by if we want it and we do.

As a matter of protecting tribal sovereignty, this is critically important to us and to
all other federally recognized domestic sovereign tribes. Thank You.

Sincerely,

e S

Monty George/for Glenn Wasson
Council Member/ Chairman
Lovelock Paiute Tribe
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so should be commended. We strongly believe that competitive services should be available to
all consumers, not just those who reside in urban areas or in arcas served by U S West
Communications. After all, we have seen that competition spurs economic development and
results in the availability of basic and advanced telecommunications for all consumers.

We believe that, through pro-competitive policies, North Dakota can become a model for
telecommunications prosperity. We continue to push for strong solid economic development in
rural areas of North Dakota including our reservation, Our state on behalf of all the people it
serves including the citizens of the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians must not put up
barriers to keep new technology from competing fairly with existing telephone companies. We
should not send a message to the nation's business community which discourages investment in
North Dakota based on concerns of existing telephone companies. The first step in this direction
Wireless, to enter rural markets as a competitive ETC.

I hope you share our desire to establish a competitive environment for telecommunications
services for all North Dakotans which we believe will lead to the availability of new services,
lower prices, increased quality of service, and greater economic prosperity.

Respectfully,

Richard J. LaFromboise
Tribal Chairman

TOTAL F.O3
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Ponca Trib=2 of Nebraska ~o sox2es 402 8573391
Niobrara, NE 68760 FAX: 402 857-3736

May 25, 2000

William E. Kennard, Chairman
Federal Communications Comimission
445 12™ Street, S W.

Wasington, DC 20554

Re:  Petition for Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier and for
Related Waivers to Provide Uruversal Seivice to the Crow Reservation, Montana, CC
Docket No. 96-45, DA 99-1847,

Dear Chairman Kennard:

The Ponca Tribe of Nebraska supports thz sovereign request of the Crow Tribe to have
the FCC grant the Western Wireless petition for ETC status on the Crow Reservation,
For over two years the Federal Communications Commission has focused on the
extraordinary need of teleconmununications service on American Indian reservations. All
residents of Indian reservations must have access to high-quahty basic and advanced
telecommunications services. We hone that your efforts In this regard will translate 1nto
reservations having equal s2cess to e rzleconununications services necessary to bring
about solid economic and socia prospent: for Indian people.

The time 1s now for immediate FCC action on several matters, including the designation
of competition carriers, lixe Western Wireless, as an Eligible Telecommunications
Carrier (ETC) and making federal universal service funding available to competitive
carriers serving other resaivations as weall as the Crow,

We request positive and expeditions woidon by e FCC on the petition of Western
Wireless, submitted tc the “CC on Suaust &4, 19990 in which Western Wireless seeks
ETC status o provide s2r o2 to Crow iibal reservation lands within the context of the
universal service subsicy program. It s o undersianding that Western Wireless has the
full support of the Crow Nation; Westzrn Wireless stands ready to build the necessary
imfrastructure to provide “asic and afvanced izlecommunications services on the
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reservation; and the residenis of the Crow reservation desperately want the service
offered by Western Wireless. This is a truc definition of tribal sovereignty.

The Western Wireless offering is extreme!ly important to not only the Crow Nation, and
the Ponca Tribe, but to all Indian country in general. The opportunity for competitive,
affordable wireless telephone service on reservations should not pass us by. Thank you
in advance for your support.

Sincerely,

Qj%ﬁx@ggﬂ/ |

Fred LeRoy, Chairman
Ponca Tribe of Nebraska




WINNEBAGO TRIBZ of N I3RASTA

WINNEBAGO TRIBAL COUNCIL  P.O.BOX 627  WINNESAGO, "IDTASKA 65071

Mayv Z+4, 2000

William E. Kennard, Chairmzn
Federal communications Commission
445 12% Street, S W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Petition for Degizmnation o5 »v Zligible Telecommunications Carrier and
For Related Waivers .o Provid: Ui
Montana, CC Docks: No. §6- .

Dear Chairman Kennard:

The Winnebage Tiivs of Nebrasia supports i1e soverzign request of the Crow
Tribe to have the FCC gra: ' i “Uireless parition for ETC status on the Crow
reservation. The Winnsie-~ Tribg, Fl= 7 Crovr Tiiea, 15 a domestic sovereign nation
and we expect the FCC 17 - "irm ouv 750 soversizmity, by granting Eligible
Telecommunications Carr - “=TC; iniis to Wesizin Wireless for the Crow Tribe

Decause we anticipate a siviior ngitticn 7 s,
For over two years o, the Tzl Comumaiications Commission has focused

on the extraordinary necd <. .:lecorivininations gsivice on American Indian
reservations. All residents <7 Indian ro2:mvations must have acc2ss to high-quality based
' e havz zreat hops that your efforts in this

5

prosperity for our people.

The time is now for " “mediaie 777 action 27 zeveral maiters, including the
designation of competiti: & iTrers, i ostern Virsiess, as ea Zligible
R rnd mnking fersral universal service funding
available to competitive <o 08 s3rvin s oor reeerve o as well os the Crow,
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We specificaily requ=:s: positive and expeditious action by the FCC on the petition
of Western Wireless, subittad to the F707 on August 4, 1999, in which Western
Wireless seeks ETC status i2 provme sarvize to Crow tribal reservation lands within the
context of the universal serice subsidy program. i is our understanding that Western
Wireless has the full suppor: 2fthe Crow Tation; Western Wireless stands ready to build
the necessary infrastruciur= 15 provide bazic and advanced telecommunications services
on the reservation; and ihe residents of the Crow ressrvation desperately want the service
offered by Western Wireless This is a trus definition of tribal sovereignty.

The Western Wireless offering is extremely important to not only the Crow
Nation and the Winnebago Tribe but to all Indian country in general. The opportunity for
competitive, affordable wircizss telephons service on reservations should not pass us by.

This is critically immian: to vs =~ to all erher tribes similarly situated. Thank
you in advance for your suo ot

Sincerzly,
f?’ 7/ 1
:';.V"//' ST
Kenneth Mallor 14

Tnba‘ Chairman

cc. Chairlady Noniss
Western Wireless ~- "OI‘&HFT‘-‘
Charles W Blavﬂ‘—'-'
Commussioner Triz.ox
Commissioner u\e::
Comimissioner Powzl]
Commissioner Furthzoti-Roth
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William E. Kennard, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, S.W.

Wasington, DC 20554

Re:  Petition for Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier and for
Related Waivers to Provide Universal Seivice to the Crow Reservation, Montana, CC
Docket No. 96-45, DA 99-1347,

Dear Chairman Kennard:

The Ponca Tribe of Nebraska supports tii2 sovereign request of the Crow Tribe to have
the FCC grant the Western Wireless petition for ETC status on the Crow Reservation,
For over two years thz Federal Commnunications Commission has focused on the
extraordinary need of telecommunications service on American Indian reservations. All
residents of Indian reservations must have access to high-quality basic and advanced
telecommunications services. We hope that your efforts in this regard will translate into
reservations having equal access to the relecommunications services necessary to bring
about solid economic and social prospenty for Indian people.

The time Is now for immediate FCC action on several matters, including the designation
of competition carriers, like Western Wireless, as an Eligible Telecommunications
Carrier (ETC) and making federal universal service funding available to competitive
carriers serving other reszirvztions as well as the Crow,

We request positive ang zipeditious zcidon by the FCC on the petition of Western
Wireless, submitted to the TCC on Ausust 4, 1959, in which Western Wireless seeks
ETC status to provide s2riice to Crow ribal reservation lands within the context of the
universal service subsidy program. It 1s cwr understanding that Western Wireless has the
full support of the Crow Nation; Western Wireless stands rcady to build the necessary
mfrastructure to provide basic and advanced tslecommunications services on the
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so should be commended. We strongly believe that competitive services should be available to
all consumners, not just those who reside in urban areas or in arcas served by U S West
Communications. After all, we have seen that competition spurs economic development and
results in the availability of basic and advanced telecommunications for all consumers.

We believe that, through pro-competitive policies, North Dakota can become a model for
telecommunications prosperity. We continue to push for strong solid economic development in
rural areas of North Dakota including our reservation. Our state on behalf of all the people it
serves including the citizens of the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians must not put up
barriers to keep new technology from competing fairly with existing telephone companies. We
should not send a message to the nation's business community which discourages investment in
North Dakota based on concemns of existing telephone companies. The first step in this direction
Wireless, to enter rural markets as a competitive ETC.

I hope you share our desire to ¢stablish a competitive environment for telecommunications
services for all North Dakotans which we believe will lead to the availability of new services,
lower prices, increased quality of service, and greater economic prosperity.

Respectfully,

Richard J. LaFromboise
Tnbal Chairman

TOTAL P.O3
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